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IITK ranked as number one institute
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

KANPUR: Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur ( IITK ) has been ranked as number one engineering institute among top
ten institutes in country. IIT Kharagpur, Birla Institute of Technology and Science Pilani (BITS) and Vellore Institute of
Technology were rated at second, third and fourth position respectively whereas Delhi Technological university stood on
fifth rank. IIT BHU, SRM Engineering college Kattankulathur and NIT Karnataka bagged sixth, seventh and eight position
on top ten list of colleges while IIT Guwahati and Netaji Subhash Institute of Technology Delhi were rated on ninth and
tenth position. The rating has been conducted by one Indian magazine in its special issue of May 30,2016 on the basis of
seven counts which included reputation, quality of academic input, student care infrastructure, job placement, perpetual
and factual rank of the college.

On all counts, IITK was given 100 marks while IIT Kharagpur and BITS Pilani were given 93.56 and 78.5 marks by the
magazine . lITK has the credit of being made as ‘national centre for flexible electronics’ with an objective of developing
the technology for rolling screens and flexible electronic circuits. It has also been made the national coordinator for
impacting research innovation and technology (IMPRINT), the first of its kind in Pan— IIT and IISC joint scientific
programme. Besides, it was also been selected by the central government for setting up country’s first river science centre
on the basis of its research and technological potentials.
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HRD Ministry to telecast
IT'T lectures live soon

NEW DELHI: Students across the
country would soon be able
to watch live telecast of lec-
tures from six II'Ts and some
other top institutions in their
living rooms, with the HRD
Ministry set to launch 32 Di-
rect-to-Home channels to
cater to their needs.

The Department of Space
has agreed to allot two trans-
ponders on a GSAT series
satellite for this project,
while MoUs have been
signed with many institu-
tions which will provide les-
sons and content that will be
beamed on these channels.

“The government is focus-
ing on using space technolo-
gy to expand the reach of
high  quality education.
Through the 32 DTH chan-
nels the aim is to ensure that

live classrooms can be trans-
mitted from ten ‘Teaching
Ends’ out of which six will be
II'Ts located in Chennai,
Mumbai, Delhi, Kharagpur,
Kanpur and Guwahati,” a se-
nior official said.

More institutions

Lectures of over a dozen
other premier institutions
will also reach students on
TV and these names are be-
ing finalised. The Ministry is
working to ensure that these
channels are on air in a cou-
ple of months, sources said.

These channels will be
freely available on Doordar-
shan’s FreeDish DTH plat-
form and all that the students
will need is a Set Top Box to
receive them, an official
said.— PTI
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I1Ts turn lenient? Dole out marks for partly right answer
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/llTs-turn-lenient-Dole-out-marks-for-partly-right-
answer/articleshow/52610931.cms

MUMBAI: The IITs for the first time have introduced a partial marking scheme for students who appeared for JEE
(Advanced) on May 22 this year. As per the new scheme, students will get one mark for each of the correct option in
guestions which have multiple right answers, provided no incorrect option is selected. Students will benefit from the
scheme in 48 of the 108 questions in both papers | and Il put together. In the previous years, negative marks were given
if the students did not choose all the correct options. The answer key for JEE (Advanced) 2016 was released on Sunday
morning.

For example, if question number 13 in paper Il has B and D as the right options, students who have marked only B will get
one mark, students who have marked only D will also get a mark, while students who have marked both B and D, will get
full four marks. Students welcomed the scheme that IITs have granted this year. A professor associated with JEE
(Advanced) 2016 said, "We have done so to allow students to score even if they have managed to deliberate and get one
right answer. We are getting positive feedback. Earlier, if all right answers were not marked, students got negative marks."
The professor said each of the three sections of physics, chemistry and biology in paper | and Il have eight such questions.
Therefore, there are 48 questions where students will benefit.

Rajat Rathi from Pace Junior Science College said he has benefited from the scheme. "Most of my friends managed to get
a mark or two in questions where they would have otherwise scored in negative," said Rathi.

In the answer key released on Sunday, the IITs have also given benefit of doubt to students in three questions—two in
physics and one in chemistry. Students who have marked either of the two right options in the three questions—question
numbers 15 (physics) and 28 (chemistry) in paper | and question number 7 (physics) in paper [l—will be given full marks.

But a few students saw their scores drop from the expected one, and plan to challenge the answers which they found to
be ambiguous. An official of a coaching institute, Vinay Kumar, said students were expecting bonus marks in question
number 5 in paper Il and also in question number 31. "They are planning to write to the JEE (Advanced) office," he said.

An lIT professor said, "Feedback received over the next two days will be reviewed."
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Improve higher education standards: UGC member
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hubballi/Improve-higher-education-standards-UGC-
member/articleshow/52613253.cms

Belagavi: The quality of education imparted at higher learning centres should be of very high standards, said Padma Shri
awardee Dr Sanjay G Dhande, a member of the University Grants Commission and former director of IIT Kanpur.

He was speaking as the chief guest at the 6th annual convocation of KLE University after presenting gold medals to rank
holders here on Saturday. "Higher education offers lifelong dividends in terms of economic mobility, social recognition,
family stability and individual satisfaction for serving the society. The present spectrum of higher education is knowledge
driven. Improvements in the existing system are required and academicians and institutes act as springboards for creation
of knowledge," Dr Dhande opined.

Vice-chancellor Prof C K Kokate presented a brief report of the university. He said that about 2,700 research papers of
faculty members have been published in international and national journals. The university has entered into agreements
with international organizations like WHO, NIH and Clinton Foundation. The university's JN Medical College has been
recognized as "Global Site for Women's and Children's Health Research".

As many as 1,352 received degrees, which included 19 PhDs, 10 post-doctorals, 334 postgraduates, 817 undergraduates,
20 diploma holders, 62 PG diploma holders, three fellowships and 87 in certificate courses. As many as 41 students bagged
gold medals in their courses.

Chancellor Prabhakar Kore, registrar Dr V D Patil, members of board of management and academic council were present.
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II'T entrance test
will be of Class 12

level: Smriti Irani

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: With the govern-
ment expressing concern
that the joint entrance exam-
ination for admission to the
Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (II'T) sometimes has de-
gree-level questions that a
Class 12 student may find
hard to solve, the II'Ts have
assured the government that
the questions will be of Class
12 level.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Friday, Human
Resource Development
Minister Smriti Irani said
such a change would help
students, who had not un-
dergone coaching at insti-
tutes, gain admission into
IITs.
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Asked about the recom-
mendations of areport sub-
mitted by a committee
headed by former Cabinet
Secretary T.S.R. Subrama-
nian on the new education
policy, Ms. Irani refused to
divulge details.

The report on evolution
of a National Education
Policy will be made public
only after its recommenda-
tions are shared with

States, she said, inreply toa
question.

Asked about reports that
Mr. Subramanian had writ-
ten to the Ministry pressing
it to make the contents of
the report public - and that
he would himself make it
public otherwise - the HRD
Minister said: “This educa-
tion policy will not become
a legacy of one individual
who seeks a headline.”
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